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Proclamation No 151/2010

Proclamation issued for Licensing and

Administration of Attorneys who work in the

Courts of Benishangul Gumuz Regional State

and Private legal affairs

Page No.
Whereas it is found necessary to establish the
necessary system by which professional lawyers
who are engaged in attorney service and law firms
for the achievement of rule of law and the mission

of the justice system;

Whereas it is necessary to enable the society
to obtain quality service from the lawyers who
are engaged in providing attorney service;

Whereas it is necessary to facilitate the
necessary conditions for the lawyers who are
engaged in providing attorney service to be
qualified and competent for the professional
service they provide in the courts of law of

Benishangul Gumuz Regional State;

Whereas it is fund necessary to determine by
law the licensing and administration to make
the private law affairs secretaries/drafters

legal;

Now, therefore based on the power vested in

Z0F at. 293 1
P.0O.Box: 293
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to it by Article 49 Sub Article 3.1 of the
Revised Constitution of Bensishangul Gumuz
Regional State; the administrative council of

the regional state has issued this proclamation.

Part One
General Provisions

Article 1: Short Title

This proclamation shall be cited as “Attorneys
and Private legal affairs secretaries/drafters
Licensing and Administration Proclamation
N0151/2010”

Article 2: Definition

Unless the context requires otherwise; in this

proclamation:

1. Court of Law means the courts of law
and any organ with the power of
rendering justice of Benishangul Gumuz

Regional State except social courts.

2. Professional Legal /Attorney/ Service
means any person who is providing legal
service as judge, prosecutor, law
instructor, judgment officer, attorney or
legal consultants and legal secretaries of
government offices and development
enterprises or legally registered private
company or organization.

3. Attorney Service means the service of
representing client in court of law for

litigation, preparation of legal documents

such as contract agreement, company

2
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4.

7.

incorporation document, amalgamation
or dissolution document, document to be
presented for courts of law including the
provision of legal consultancy service by
collecting payment or for the direct and
indirect benefit to be obtained in the

future or for free

Attorney means the person who is

licensed to provide attorney service

Legal affairs secretary of Attorney means

the person registered as per this
proclamation as professional person who
assist the attorney in providing legal
consultancy service or forwarding legal

opinion or preparing legal documents.

Private legal affairs secretary means any
person who is registered as per the
present proclamation to provide service
upon service payment in preparing

applications or different contracts.

Attorney Assistant means the person who
is registered as per this proclamation to
present the suit charges and applications
prepared by the attorney or the legal
affairs secretary to court of law and make
file opened and serve summon, order or
copies of decisions of the courts of law to

the concerned organs
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Client means the person who sign
contract agreement of attorney service
with the attorney or law firm or private
legal affairs secretary for his own or other
persons interest or explain the legal issue
and matter of the case.

Law Firm means the organization to be
established with the agreement like that
of ordinary partnership by two or above
legally licensed attorneys to provide
attorney service with no objective to

make business or profit.

Member means any attorney who is

member of law firm.

License means the certificate to be issued
for the attorney or the law firm to enable
them to provide attorney service or for
the private legal affairs secretaries to

provide their service

Bureau or Bureau Head or Deputy
Bureau Head means the regional justice
bureau or head of the regional justice
bureau or the deputy justice bureau head

of the region.

Person means the natural or juridical
person
The Main Attorney License means the

type of attorney service to be issued for

the lawyers to provide attorney service

4
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with or without payment to make

respected the rights and interests of the

client.

15. Special Attorney License means the type
of license to be issued for the persons
who are capable to provide service based
on their own will without payment to
make the rights and interests of the

society or clients maintained

Article 3: Expression of Gender

The expression in masculine gender in this
proclamation shall also apply for feminine
gender.

Article 4: Scope of Applicability

1. This proclamation shall apply on any
attorney, law firm and the private legal
affairs secretary licensed by the justice

bureau of the regional state

2. Any attorney or law firm that is licensed
by the preset proclamation can’t provide
attorney service in the courts of law of
the regional state in relation with the

cases of federal affairs.

Part Two
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Licensing and Registration of Attorneys

Licensing of Attorneys

Article 5: Importance of License

1. Any person who wants to provide
professional service of attorney should be
Ethiopian citizen and obtain attorney
license registered and issued by the

regional justice bureau.

2. Subject to that is shown in other special
laws; the following can provide attorney
service without needing to have attorney

license:

A. Any person who want to undertake
litigation representing himself

B. Any person who want to represent his
spouse, parents, children, grandparent,
sister, brother or the one under his
custody or guardianship

C. Prosecutor who should undertake
litigation in relation with his work

D. Head or partner of the company or any
one authorized by the head of the
company or any one hired by the
company that is delegated and authorized
to undertake litigation before court of law
representing any company or private
organization

E. Attorney, authority of government office
or development enterprise that can

6
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undertake court litigation in relation with

government office or development
enterprise or the person delegated by
them.

F. The leader of employers association or
trade union or any delegated member of

the union or association.

Article 6: Application for Attorney License

1. Regarding the application that should be
filed to obtain attorney license; the
applications form that is prepared and
make ready by the bureau for this
purpose should be filled out and
presented with the required evidence.

2. The application that should be filled out
and presented as per Sub Article 1 hereof
should be presented with the following
evidences:

A. The educational document that is issued
from legally acknowledged institute in
the education of law

B. Certificate of service that shows the

applicant has been practicing the law.

C. Certificate of crime clearance issued from

police office confirming that the
applicant is free from any crime record

D. The evidence that shows the applicant
has passed the professional exam that is

issued as requirement
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E. Certificate issued from his former
employer showing the performance and
good ethics of the applicant.

F. Evidence that shows the business and
residence address of the applicant

G. Letter of resignation that is issued from
the office he was working in if he had
permanent work.

3. The evidence to be presented as per Sub
Article 2 above shall be useful only if it
IS presented within three months after it
is known that the applicant has passed the
exam.

Article 7: Issuance of License

1.The bureau should issue the requested license
within one month after the application and the
required documents are presented fulfilled as per
Sub Article 6 hereof.

2. If the application filed for attorney license is
not acceptable; the bureau shall notify the
applicant by written letter the reason why the
application is declined.

3. The attorney license to be issued should
contain the following information:
A. Full name of the attorney, age and

nationality

B. The formal business and residence

address

C. The type and validity period of the
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Article 8: Types of the License

The types of Attorney license shall be Main

and Special Attorney Licenses.

Article 9: Main Attorney License

W1 9:PF PPAPT 4L The main attorney license shall be divided into
PG CPNPT 4P WILE AT UATE First and Second Grade Licenses

RLE LGN 1.Any applicant who meets the following

1. PohtA-T7?  ooN4.CHT A724 PG | requirements shall obtain the main attorney
PPNPTLP L LANA;- license:

v/ PUNLTETTS PHAANT h)- A. Observing and making observed the
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Py e regional state and the other laws
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B. Anyone not subjected to penalty being
accused of serious disciplinary offence
in the last four years or serious
disciplinary offence in the last two years

C. Anyone who passed the professional

h/ Por.0me-7 ePNPsT av-.f licensing exam

ao?)(| P4.. 1T PAL.: D. Anyone not convicted of crime offence
an/ Nz o TN @-¢l, except violation of internal rule
N5 0 078A Tho  ea-tdPm  AS E. Anyone who have ethics for the practice
- HaPovAm-: of justice

0/ A%tV ~é A€ oy F. Anyone who is not prohibited by the law
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or judgment of court not to practice the
law/providing attorney service
2.Subject to the provision of Sub Article 1
hereof; no attorney license shall be issued for
anyone who is dismissed from any
organization in which he has been providing
legal professional service with serious

disciplinary offence

3. Subject to the provision of Sub Article 2
hereof; anyone who can present
certificate of good conduct and served
employed for 4 years in the practice of

law shall receive the attorney license.

4. Subject to the provision of Sub Articles 1
and 2 hereof; the following additional
requirements should be met to obtain

second main attorney license:

A. Graduating from legally acknowledged
law school in degree program and serving
for at least two years before or after

graduation on the practice of the law

B. Graduating from legally acknowledged
law school in diploma program and
serving for at least four years before or
after graduation on the practice of the

law.

10
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5. Subject to the provision of Sub Articles 1
and 2 hereof; the following additional
requirements should be met to obtain the
first main attorney license:

A. Graduating from legally acknowledged
law school in third degree program and
serving for zero years before or after
graduation on the practice of the law.

B. Graduating from legally acknowledged
law school in second degree program and
serving for at least two years before or

after graduation on the practice of the law

C. Graduating from legally acknowledged
law school in first degree program and
serving for at least four years before or
after graduation on the practice of the law

D. Graduating from legally acknowledged
law school in diploma program and
serving for at least six years before or
after graduation on the practice of the law

Article 10: Limit of power of attorney

1._The attorney who have received second
main attorney license can provide attorney
service only for the cases that will fall under
the jurisdiction of the woreda courts of the

region

2. Subject to the provision stipulated in Sub
Avrticle 1 hereof; any attorney who have received

Second level attorney license can provide

11
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attorney service only up to the court of appellate

for the cases that are initiated in woreda courts.

3.The attorneys who have received the first level
attorney license can provide attorney service for
the cases that will fall under the jurisdiction of
all courts of the regional state.

Article 11: Special Attorney License

1.Special attorney license shall be issued to
anyone who will provide attorney service
towards maintaining the right and interest of the
society meeting the requirements stipulated in

article 9 of this proclamation without payment.

2.If anyone who received the main attorney
license meets the requirement stipulated under
sub article 1 hereof; he came provide the service
withoutneeding to obtained the special attorney

license.

Article 12: amendment of level of attorney

license

1. If the work experience or educational
qualification of the attorney who received
second level license enables him to
obtain the first level license; the attorney
can apply for the bureau to amend and

upgrade his license.
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2. The bureau shall upgrade he license when

it has find it appropriate.

Article 13: exam for license of attorney

The bureau shall:

1.Prepare or make prepared and issue the exam
required to evaluate the applicants for attorney

license.

2.Marks the exam papers, determine the passing
point and official declare the exam result of

applicants.

Article 14: Seating for the exam of attorney

license

1.Anyone who meets the requirements set for
license Article 6 of this
should be registered

registration fee and takes the entry exam for the

attorney under

proclamation upon

license. The detail shall be determined by the
regulation to be issued for the implementation of

this proclamation

2.Subject to the provision stipulated under Sub
Article 1 hereof; ; it shall not be necessary to
make the exam to be given for the applicants;
if the educational qualification of the applicant
is second degree and has work experience of
five years, first degree in law and work
experience of 7 years and diploma in law and
work experience of 9 years and above and for

those who have been working as judge,
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prosecutor or instructor of law in any legally

acknowledged college or university

Article 15: Accomplishing the professional

oath

The attorney who is going to obtain the
attorney license should make the following
oath to practice the law as per the professional

code of conduct and ethics

............... while receiving the attorney
license of the region promise that 1 will
always observe the constitution and laws of
the region, serve in good faith and with due
commitment for the achievement of the justice
system, maintain and make maintained the
rights and interests my clients whom |
represent before courts of law, work in
cooperation and agreement with my litigants
and colleagues and do everything required

from me to avail the rule of law.”

Part Three
Law Firm

Article 16: Establishment of law firm

1 Two or more attorneys who are found in
similar status and have obtained the main
attorney license can establish law firm
with agreement like that of ordinary

partnership.
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prepared for this purpose that should be

presented with the required evidences.

2.1f the correctness of the application that is filed
in accordance with the provision of Sub Article 1
hereof; it should be presented with the necessary

evidences:

A. The memorandum of association of the
law firm who is applying for the attorney
license

B. The Articles of association of the law
firm that is applying for attorney license

C. Minute of members

D. Copy of the attorney license that are

15
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1 The bureau shall issue the attorney
license within one day where the
application and the necessary supportive
documents are presented fulfilled as
provided for in Articles 16 and 17 of the
proclamation.

2 If the application is rejected; the bureau
shall immediately notify the applicant by
written letter stating the reason why it has
declined to issue the license.

3 The attorney license to be issued based
on the law shall contain the following

particulars:

A. Name of the law firm

B. The address of the law firm

C. Date of issue of the license

D. Name and signature of the issuing
authority

4 The law firm shall have juridical
personality effective from the date the

license is issued.

Article 19: the person who can be member

of the firm
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Anyone can be member of the law firm if and
only if he has received the main attorney

license

Attorney 20: Duties members

1 Any attorney member of the law firm
cannot provide attorney service in private

or in any other law firm

2 Notwithstanding to the provision of Sub
Article 1 hereof; the attorney who is
member of the law firm can continue
handling the cases he has started before
he becomes the member of the law firm
and undertake litigation as provided for
in Article 5 Sub Article 2 No. A and B of
this proclamation.

3 When the attorney who was member of
the law firm resigns his membership from
the law firm in whatsoever way; he shall
have the obligation to keep confidential
information that he comes to know due
to his membership and not to provide
attorney service for any party to the
opposing organs of the law firm

4 He shall not provide attorney service for
any one person or organization that is

under litigation with the law firm.
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Article 21: Amendment of Memorandum of

Association

If the memorandum of association, the articles
of association and minute documents of the
law firm is amended; the amended document

should be filed to the bureau.

Article 22: the duty to provide service with

profession

Any attorney who is member of the law firm

should always provide the professional
attorney service through the law firm unless
and otherwise he can’t provide the service due
to illness, national duty or any other situation

beyond his reasonable control.

Article 23: Division and Amalgamation

1 Two or more law firms can be
amalgamated based on the relevant laws
and their respective articles of association
divided.

amalgamation, the previously existing

or they can be Upon
rights and duties of the law firm shall be

transferred to the amalgamated law firm.

2 If the articles of association of the law
firm and the relevant legal provision
permit; the law firm can be divided. The
divided
liability for the rights and duties of the

law firms shall have equal
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original firm. If the divided firms wants
to continue working in the status of law
firm and the law permits to do so; they

can be remerged.

3 Law firms should be registered as per the

provisions of the law.

Article 24: Applicability of the provisions of

the commercial code

The provisions that are applicable on ordinary
partnership shall also be applicable upon the
divided and amalgamated law firms.

Article 25: Liability
1. The head of the law firm should ensure

that the attorneys who are working as
member of the firm and other employees
are working governed by the code of

conduct of the profession and the service

2. Providing the attorney service being
member of the law firm shall not
preclude the legal relationship that should
be established between the attorney and
the client and relive the attorney from his

liability for the code of conduct.

Article 26: grounds for cancelation of
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attorney license

1 The bureau can cancel the attorney
license of the law firm in any one of the
following factors:

A. Where the law firm stops the work

B. Where the law firm is found working out
of the objective for which it is established
and the license issued to it.

C. Upon the decision of the court of law to
dissolve the law firm..

D. Where the number of members of the law
firm is found to be less than two.

E. Where the organization is found engaged
in illegal activities.

2 Before making such kind of decision as
per sub article 1 hereof; the bureau shall
receive the opinion of the representative
of the law firm and if the representative
cannot be found on the address registered
or through any other way; the bureau can

make the appropriate decision.

3 The law firm the attorney license of
which is canceled can take the certificate
of cancelation of license upon the service
fee stipulated in the regulation to be
issued.

4 The cancelation of license decision shall
be come valid effected from the date it is
published in news paper as per the
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provision of proclamation.

Part Four

Common Provisions

Article 27: Regarding Payment

The service fee that should be paid to obtain
attorney license as per this proclamation shall
be determined by the regulation to be issued
for the implementation of the present
proclamation.

Article 28: organization of register

The bureau shall organize and keep register
that shall contain the information of attorneys,
law firms and private service providers in its

office and make it open for the public at large.

Article 29: Employment and Registration of

Employees

1 Any attorney or law firm can hire
secretary, assistant attorney or other

employees necessary for the work.

2 Notwithstanding to the provision of sub
article 1 hereof; attorney or the law firm
can’t hire the following as assistant

attorney or secretary:

A. Any attorney whose license is canceled
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or suspended

B. Any attorney whose is dismissed from

office or former employer due to the

disciplinary offence.

C. Any attorney convicted of crime offence.

. Anyone who is on the permanent service

of government or private business.

Notwithstanding to the provision of sub
article 2 No. a and b hereof; any attorney
who is dismiss from office due to
disciplinary offence can be employed as
secretary for legal matters if he has
presented certificate of good conduct
after 4 years from the date of his

dismissal.

The attorney or the law firm should
notify the bureau the name and position
of the secretary and assistant attorney
within 15 days from the date of

employment.

Any secretary that serves the attorney as
provided in this article of the
proclamation can request for the issuance
of certificate of good conduct and

certificate of service from the attorney.
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Article 30: notification of Change

Any attorney or law firm that received the
attorney license as per the relevant provision
of the present proclamation shall be
responsible to notify the bureau and change

and modification it has made by written letter.

Article 31: issuance of replacement license
book

Any attorney or law firm who lost the license
or have damaged license shall apply for the
bureau by written letter and to receive

replacement upon the required service fee.

Article 32: Renewal of the license

1 The attorney license shall be renewed
every year from July 8 to September 5.

2 Any attorney or law firm who filed to
renew the attorney license within the
period specified herein above can make
its license renewed up to November 9
upon paying penalty. The detail shall be
returned by the regulation to be issued for
the implementation of the present

proclamation.

3 Any attorney or law firm who filed to
renew the license due to force major as

provided in sub article hereof can file
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application to the bureau for the

reconsideration of his case.

4 The application to be filed for the
renewal of attorney license should
contain the following:

A. Evidence that proves the training
provided by the bureau is received.

B. Evidence that proves the attorney or
the law firm has provided pro bono
service at list for 50 hours or at least
one file for needy people.

C. Evidence that proves the payment of
annual tax.

D. The service fee of license renewal as
it will be determined by the
regulation to be issued as per the

present proclamation.

Article 33: Returning the License
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1 Where any attorney or law firm is found
being engaged manly on the work other
than its profession our it cannot provide
the professional service in whatsoever
way; the attorney of the firm can return
the license for limited period of time or
permanently to the bureau

2 If the attorney of the law firm that
returned the attorney license as per sub
article 1 hereof can take back the license
with two years after the situation that
make him to return the license is
resolved, unless and otherwise the
attorney is found committing any offence
that may result with penalty or legal

liability.
Part five

Executive Organs

Article 34: the powers and functions of the

bureau

The bureau shall have the following powers

a

1

nd functions as per this proclamation:

Issue license and register attorneys or
private law affairs secretaries, renew and
cancel their license, undertake monitoring

and follow up
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2 Investigate and determine the disciplinary

matters of attorney and law firm

3 It can provide or make provided training
that enable to further improve the service

provision of attorney

4 Register legal secretaries, assistant
attorneys and other employees of attorneys

and law firms.

5 It delegate the power vested in to it by the
present proclamation to the justice office
of the zone administration office or the
special woreda justice department or office

whenever it deems it appropriate.

Article 35: Discipline Tribunal of the

attorneys of the regional state

1 The attorneys’ discipline tribunal that will
be composed of the following members

shall be cited as the tribunal:
A. Three representatives of the bureau

B. One representative of the association of

attorneys

C. One representative to be assigned by the

supreme court of the region.

D. One representative from the steering
committee of the council of the region to be

assigned by spokes person
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E. One representative from the Women and

Children Affairs Bureau of the region.

2.The office term of the chairperson of the
tribunal shall be for three years and the office
term of others shall be for two years

3. The chairperson of the tribunal shall be
assigned by the head of the bureau among the

members

4. Any member can be reelected subject to the
provision of Sub Article 2 hereof.

Article 36: The powers and functions of the

tribunal

1. shall, investigate a charge brought against
an advocate violating the provisions of this
Proclamation or the Advocates' Code of
Conduct or directives issued in accordance
with this Proclamation;

2. shall cause the recording of any decision
given as per Sub-Article (1) of this Article
into the personal file of the advocate;

3. shall render, after examining the charge

brought and evidence produced against the

advocate and the advocate's reply and

evidence thereto, the following decisions.
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5.

(a) acquittal of the advocate, by dismissing

the charge, where the charge is
improper or is not supported by
evidences;

(b) Where the charge is proper and
supported by evidence according to the
gravity of the offense it will impose one
of or the combination of the penalties
listed here under article 41 of this
proclamation.

(C) The tribunal may draw up its own rules

of procedure.

Shall examine and give decision for the
appeal from the law clerk or from its client

and the decision given is the last.

shall as the case may give its power of first
rank examine the advocacy disciplinary
matters to one, city administrations, special
woreda, or woreda advocates disciplinary

matter deciding bodies in written form.

shall make studies on the ways by which the

ethical conduct of the advocates upgraded,
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respect for the advocacy enhanced,
advocacy for the rule of law and for
development of social justice, access to

justice and submit it to the Breaue.

Article 37: Meeting of Tribunal
1 The assembly shall seat for meeting

whenever it is found necessary for the
work.

2 The appearance of more than half of the
members of the tribunal shall constitute
the quorum.

3 The decisions of the tribunal shall be
made by majority vote and whenever
there is tied up in vote; the chairperson
shall have casting vote.

4 Subject to the provisions this article; the
tribunal shall issue its own rule for
meeting procedure.

Article 38: Discipline tribunal of Zone or

City Administration or Special Woreda

1 The tribunal based on the power
delegated for it by the bureau shall have
the following members to see the
discipline case of attorneys or law firms

or legal matters secretaries:

A. Two representatives delegated by the

head of the department or office
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B. The representative or head of the
department or office shall be member and
chairperson

C. One representative from the association
of attorneys

D. One representative from the high court

E. One
woreda/woreda to be delegated by the

representative from zone/special

spokesperson
F. One representative from the department
or office of women and children affairs of
the zone/special woreda/woreda
2. The meeting procedure of the tribunal shall
be as per that of the Discipline Tribunal of
the attorneys of the regional state as
provided in Article 37 hereof.

Article 39: Power of the Bureau

1 Examine the complaint filed by any party
who is dissatisfied with the disciplinary
decision made in the first instance in
relation with the cases of law firm and
attorneys and make the appropriate
decision.

2 Unless and otherwise it is due to legal
mistake; the decision to be made by the
bureau shall be final and binding.

Part Six
Disciplinary Offences and Measures
Avrticle 40: Objective

The objective of disciplinary procedure of

attorneys shall be to protect and safeguard the
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people at large and the justice administration
from the attorneys who don’t and can’t
perform their professional obligations and
responsibilities for their clients, the society,
the justice system and the profession itself.

Article 41: Categories and types of

disciplinary penalties

1 Any attorney and law firm that is found
proved guilty of committing disciplinary
offences shall be subjected to anyone of
the following penalties as to the gravity

of the offence:

A. Verbal warning

w

Written waning

C. Fine from Birr one thousand to Birr ten
thousand

D. Fine from Birr ten thousand to Birr twenty

thousand

E. Suspension for not more than one year

F. Cancelation of attorney license

2 The penalties enumerated from A to B
under Sub Article 1 hereof shall be
categorized in simple penalties

3 The penalties enumerated from C to F
under Sub Article 1 hereof shall be
categorized in serious penalties

Article 42: Decision _of _disciplinary

penalties
When decision of disciplinary penalty on the

cases of attorneys is going to be; it should
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consider the violated rule of the code of
conduct of attorneys and the damage that is
and will be resulted from the offence and it is
possible to decide one or more of the penalties
enumerated in Article 41 of the present
proclamation.

Article 43: Serious disciplinary offences

The following shall be serious disciplinary

offences:

1.As it is indicated in the code of conduct of

attorneys:

A. Failure of the attorney to undertake and
perform his duties during litigation

B. Failure to perform the obligation to act in
good faith to the opposing party

C. Failure to keep the private or
organizational information of the client or
any information he comes to know due to
the attorney — client relationship
confidentially

D. Providing attorney service for the cases
that may results with conflict of interest.

E. Failure to protect and keep the property
and document

F. Failure to provide quality service

G. Providing false and misleading
information about himself or his
organization or the service he provides

H. Providing false information about the
cases of clients for third parties both in
fact and legal issues.
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I. Doing anything that may affect and
demean the good image of the profession.
2.Doing anything that is against the constitution

and the constitutional system

3. Being convicted and penalized for two or
more times in simple disciplinary offences
4 Refusing to issue receipt for any payment
he collects from clients
5 Providing attorney service without
having signed contract agreement of

attorney service payment.

6 Providing attorney service without
having signed contract agreement of

authorization for the attorney.

7 Providing attorney service with un-

renewed or suspended attorney license.

8 Providing attorney service beyond the

level and scope of the issued license.

9 Obtaining attorney license with invalid

evidence or statement

10 Proven guilty of crime offence of theft,
fraud or using illegal documents or any
intentional crime act that results with

imprisonment of above three years .

11 Providing attorney service personally
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while being member of law firm violating
the provision stipulated in Articles 20
Sub Article 1 of the present proclamation
or found being member of two and above

law firms.

12 Collecting payment from the client for
the attorney service provided with special

attorney license.

13 Working with mediators to handle the

cases of his clients or other persons.

Article 44: Simple disciplinary offences

The following shall be considered simple
disciplinary offences:

1 Failure to renew the attorney license

without justifiable grounds

2 Failure to attend any trainings or
discussions to be held for the
improvement of the professional attorney

service without force majeure.

3 Providing attorney service without
having office

4 Violating the provisions stipulated in
relations with payments for attorney

service as provided in the code of
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conduct of attorneys of the regional state.

5 Violating the provision stipulated in
Article 29 Sub Articles 2 and 3 of the
present proclamation and found hiring
and appointing assistant attorney or

secretary.

6 Violating the other ethics provisions
stipulated in the code of conduct of
attorneys in exception of those stipulated

in Article 43 of the proclamation.

Article 45: the return of suspended or

canceled attorney license

1 The license of

attorney or law firm shall be returned

suspended attorney

when the suspension period is expired.

2 The attorney or law firm whose attorney
license is cancelled shall correct the
offence they committed and results with
the cancelation of the license and after
the end of the record period provided in
Article 59 of this proclamation and meets
the requirements set for obtaining

attorney license; the attorney or the law

firm might obtain attorney license newly.
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Article 46: Temporary suspension

1 If the bureau has find crime offence or
serious disciplinary offence by which
the attorney or the law firm is accused
for is highly disadvantageous for the
justice administration; it can suspend
the attorney or the law firm until the
time the case is investigated and the

necessary decision is made.

2 The

attorney or law firm for more than 45

tribunal can’t suspend any

days.

Article 47: Duties of the attorney or law

firm the license of which is suspended or

canceled

The attorney or the law firm the attorney
license of which is suspended or cancelled
shall notify the fact by written letter to his
clients within ten days after the date of
suspension or cancellation and hand over case
and the evidence found in his hands to the
client or the attorney or law firm chosen by

the client.

Article 48: information and suit
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1

3

Anyone who want to give information or
file suit against the disciplinary offence
that is committed by attorney or any law
firm can inform the bureau or the justice
organs in every level appearing in person,
on telephone, post or any other suitable
way and means without needing to
mention his name or his particular

identity stating only the type of
disciplinary offence, the evidence or the
place where the evidence is found, the
date and place where the offence is

committed and other details.

Where the information is received by the
bureau as per Sub Article 1 hereof; it

shall present the case to the tribunal.

Where the tribunal confirms that there is
sufficient evidence for the suit, it should
sent summon to the attorney or the law
firm to present their reply within ten (10)
days and the subpoena should be issued
or sent to the registered address of the

defendant.

If the defendant can’t be found in the
registered address; it shall be posted on
the notice board of the court, justice

bureau or justice department or office
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that is found in the area where the
defendant is working and the defendant
should present with his reply.

Article 49: Failure of the defendant to

appear before the tribunal

1 If the defendant who received summon or
called with announcement as provided in
Article 48 Sub Article 3 and 4 hereof has
failed to show up; the tribunal can render
order to see the case in absentia of the
defendant.

2 If the defendant has presented complaint
supported with evidence that he couldn’t
show up due to justifiable ground; the
tribunal shall cancel the order it has
rendered to see the case in the absence of
the defendant and render alternative order
to see the case in the presence of the
defendant.

Article 50: Cancelation of information

orsuit

The cancelation of the information or suit by
the informant or the plaintiff shall not prevent
the tribunal not to see the case and make
decision.

Article 51: Taking copy of evidence

Any party involved in litigation who wants to
take the evidence related to the complaint can

take copy of the evidence with his own cost.
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Article 52: Alternative Appointment

The tribunal can make decision to see the case
in alternative appointment based on its own

initiative or the request of the defendant.

Article 53: Revision of suit or reply
1 Where the tribunal believes that the suit

filed against the defendant should be
revised; it can render order to revise the
suit.

2 If the revision of the suit is found to
affect the defendant; the tribunal should
give alternative appointment for the
defendant to file his reply fulfilled.

Article 54: Examining discipline suit and

making decision

1 The tribunal can examine the suit and
evidence presented to it and overrule the
case or take the necessary disciplinary
measure shown under Article 41 of the

proclamation.

2 Even if an attorney is accused of crime
offence for the disciplinary offence he
made and penalized or made free; the

relieved from

attorney shall not be

disciplinary penalty.

Article 55: Revision of Decision

1 If there is evidence presented to prove
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that the disciplinary penalty decided
against the attorney or the law firm is
based on forged document or false
testimonial or any other illegal way;
the tribunal shall re-examine the case
and make the appropriate decision.

2 The tribunal can re-examine the case
as provided in Sub Article 1 hereof
only when the party who wants the
re-examination of the file knows the
case and present complaint for the re-
examination of the case within one

month period of time

aow/l (19784 8% ATLIS Article 56: filing complaint to the head of

W19 L PRLCIA:: the bureau
A7P&58:04 L£CD The party who is dissatisfied with the decision

1. e PLATA? P41 hldaowl of the tribunal should present his complaint to
0LeI PéT aoPr hob0T P the head of the justice bureau within fifteen

A0t At Qood-1 o0t PHY

days.
Article 57: Regarding Appeal
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1 Any party who is dissatisfied with the

decision of the bureau head believing that
the decision involves basic legal mistake
should present the appeal complaint to
the regional Supreme Court within 30

days of receiving the decision.

If the decision is fund out that it involves
basic legal mistake; the court without
needing to pass to the fact of issue shall
make decision only on the legal issue and
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return the file to the bureau head.

3 The head of the bureau, based on the
decision of the court shall make the case

to be seen again.

Article 58: Period of Limitation

1 If there is no information or suit is filed
within two years from the date serious
disciplinary offence is committed or the
case is known; it shall not be possible to

file complaint against the attorney.

2 If there is no information or suit is filed
within one year from the date simple
disciplinary offence is committed or the
case is known; it shall not be possible to
file complaint against the attorney.

Article 59: Validity Period of Penalty
Record
1 Serious disciplinary penalty that is

decided against attorney shall not be
considered as record two years after
the penalty is implemented.

2 Simple disciplinary penalty that is
decided against attorney shall not be
considered as record one year after
the penalty is implemented.

Part Seven
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Private Legal Secretaries

Article 60: Provision of legal affairs

secretary service provision

Any legal affairs secretary shall:

1

Provide secretary service of application
or preparation of different documents
based on the case of the client in
accordance with the law.

Sign and affix titer that bears the name
and position of the secretary on the legal
application he prepares.

Not provide any service other than that
stipulated in Sub Article 1 hereof

Have permanent address in which he
provides the service

Can provide the service being organized
in association and the detail shall be
determined with the rule or regulation to
be issued for the same purpose.

Article 61: Being Registered and Obtaining

License

1

Any person who wants to work as private
legal secretary service should be
registered in the justice department of the
zone or city administration or special
woreda he lives and obtain license.

Any private legal affairs secretary can’t

provide the service stipulated in Article
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60 of this proclamation without being
registered and obtain the license required
for the service.

Article 62: Requirements for obtaining

license
The following requirements should be fulfilled
to obtain license:

1 Respecting and making respected the
constitution of the country and the
regional state.

2 Presenting document that shows the
applicant has obtained training in relation
with law for not less than three months or
have work experience of one year in the
practice of the law or experience of three
consecutive years working as secretary of
legal affairs or have attended education
of law,

3 Presenting document that shows the
educational qualification of the applicant
is grade 10 and above

4 Presenting document that attests the
applicant has good conduct.

5 Paying the fee required for obtaining the
license

6 Presenting document that shows the

applicant is not government employee

Article 63: Service Fee

Any secretary of legal affairs shall:
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1 Collect reasonable payment for the
service he provides

2 Issue legal receipt for the payment he
collects. The amount of payment shall be
determined by the directive to be issued
for this purpose.

3 If the client requests for the re-
preparation of the application; the
secretary shall make it again without
additional charge correcting the errors or
any other irregularities

4 Pay tax from the income he makes with
the service he provides.

Article 64: Application for licensing

Any person who wants to obtain license of
private legal affairs secretary service shall fill
out and present the application for prepared

for this purpose.

Article 65: Renewal of License

1 The license of legal affairs secretary shall
be renewed every year from 1 to 30

Hamle.

2 Any legal affairs secretary who fails to
renew his license within the period
stipulated in Sub Article 1 hereof can
renew the license up to Tikemt 30 upon
paying additional penalty. The details shall
be determined by the regulation to be

issued for this purpose.
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3 If the legal affairs secretary can’t renew
the license due to force majeure during the
period specified herein above in Sub
Article 2 hereof; he can file application for
the license renewal to the office that issued

the license.

4 Evidence should be presented to prove that
the required government tax is paid in
order to renew his license and pay service
fee for the license renewal. The details
shall be determined by the regulation to be
issued for the implementation of this

proclamation.

Article 66: Existing private legal affairs

secretary
If the existing legal affairs secretaries who

have been providing service before the
effective date of this proclamation meets the
requirements stipulated in Article 62 of the
proclamation; he can be registered and obtain
the license within 6 months of the enactment

of this proclamation

Article 67: Offences related with private

legal affairs secretaries

1.The following shall be considered as serious
offences:
A. Preparing application out of the request
and idea of the client

B. Preparing legal application with charge
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while there are forms prepared and made

available for free

C. Undertaking the works of mediators

D. Providing service with suspended license

E. Working with un-renewed license

F. Taking and hiding evidences or
documents from the client or
disappearing  from the registered

permanent address

G. Failure to confidentially keep the
information of clients

H. Approaching to clients acting as if he is
attorney\

I. Providing untrue or  misleading
information regarding himself or the
service he provides

J. Accused and found guilty and subjected
to penalty of simple disciplinary offence
for two times and above

K. Obtaining the

license with forged document or false

legal affairs secretary

information or through fraud.
L. Writing application for both parties of the

litigation.

2.The following shall be considered as simple
offences:

A. Failure to renew license

B. Using derogative words and expressions
in legal application
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C. Charging unreasonable or overstated

service fee.

Article 68: Suspension of License

Where the legal affairs secretary is found
committing the offences listed in Article 67 of
this proclamation; the licensing organ can
suspend the license for the period up to forty
five days until the investigation of the case is

completed.

Article 69: Conditions for filling grievance

application

1 Any person affected by the acts of the
private secretary of legal affairs can file
his application by written form or
verbally to the justice department of the
zone or the city administration or the

special woreda where he lives.

2 The grievance application should be
presented with the evidence or stating the
place where the evidence is found.

Article 70: Penalty

1 Ifitis proved that the private secretary is
found guilty with the offence he is
accused of; one of the penalties listed
herein below shall be decided against
him:

A. Verbal warning
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B. Written warning
D. Fine from Birr 500 to Birr 1,000
E. Fine from Birr 1,000 to Birr 3,000

F. Suspension of license from three months
up to one year

G. Cancelation of license

2 The penalties enumerated from letter A to
C in Sub Article 1 hereof shall be simple
penalties

3 The penalties enumerated from letter D to
F in Sub Article 1 hereof shall be serious

penalties

4 The private secretary of legal affairs who
is subjected to disciplinary penalty shall

not be relieved from legal liability.

Article 71: Period of limitation and effective

period of record

The period of imitation and the effective
period of record shown in Articles 58 and 59
of this proclamation shall also apply on the

private secretary of legal affairs.

Part Eight

Miscellaneous Provisions

Article 72: Penalty of Crime Offence
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1 Unless and otherwise more serious
penalty can be decided as per the penal
code; any person who provides or tries to
provide professional attorney service

without obtaining license or without

renewing the license as per this
proclamation shall be penalized with fine
from not less than Birr 10,000 to not
more than Birr 20,000 or imprisonment
of not less than six months and not more

than two years

2 Where any person provides intentionally
forged or illegal documents to obtain
attorney license for himself or to enable
other persons to obtain the license or
present any forged and illegal document
or misleading information to be free from
being accused of disciplinary offence or
favor other attorney or law firm; he shall

be subjected to criminal penalty.

Article 73: the power to issue rules and

regulations
1 The

Benishangul Gumuz Regional State can

administrative council of

issue regulations that help for the
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implementation of the proclamation.

2 The Bureau shall issue directive that
helps the implementation of this
proclamation and the regulation to be
issued as per the proclamation.

Avrticle 74: Transitional Provision

1 The attorneys who have obtained first
and second level licenses before the
enactment of this proclamation shall be
required to be newly registered in the
level they fit within one year from the
effective date of the proclamation.
Notwithstanding to the provision of Sub
Article 1 hereof; the provision shall not
apply on the ethnicities who have
received attorney license with
educational qualification of certificate
and providing the service.

If the attorneys who can’t meet the
requirements set for registration as per
the present proclamation; they can be
registered as private secretary of legal
affairs if they meet the requirements.

Article 75: Repealed and ineffective laws

1 The attorney licensing and registration
proclamation No. 59/1998 E.c. of the
courts of Benishangul Gumuz Regional
State shall be repealed with this
proclamation.

2 Any law or customary practices that are
contradictory with this proclamation shall
not apply on the matters covered by this

proclamation.

Article 76:
Proclamation

Effective Date of the
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This proclamation shall become valid
effective from the date it is published and
released in the Lisane Hig Newspaper of the
regional state.

AssosaMarch, 9 Day of 2017/18
Ashadli Hassen Alajeb
Benishangul Gumuz Regional State

President
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